
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

TIMELINE OF ISAIAH’S MINISTRY  

 

 

Key Historical Moments – “in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah”: 

• 740 BC - King Uzziah died 

• 722 BC - Northern Kingdom (Israel) defeated by Assyria 

• 716/715 BC - Hezekiah begins to reign in Judah 

• 701 BC - Sennacharib's Invasion of Judah 

• 686 BC - End of Hezekiah's reign 

 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

Three different historical situations sit in the background of the book: 

• During Isaiah’s lifetime (740-701 B.C.) 

 

 

 

• Period of Judah’s Exile (605-539 B.C.) 

 

 

 

• Return from Exile and beyond (539-500 B.C. and ?) 

 

  



 

GEOGRAPHICAL CONTEXT 
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STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT PASSAGES 

Some of the more “exciting”1 passages in Isaiah: 

• 1:2 – 2:5 

• 4:2 – 4:6 

• 6:1 – 13 

• 7:1 - 9:7 

• 11:1 - 12:6 

• 13:1 - 14:20 

• 24:1 - 27:13 

• 28:14 - 22 

• 29:9 - 24 

• 33:1 - 35:10 

• 40:1 – 55:13 

• 56:1 - 8 

• 57:14 - 21 

• 59:21 - 61:10 

• 63:7 - 64:12 

• 65:17 - 66:2 

• 66:14 - 2

 

1 Meaning they are some of the more theologically rich or prophetically significant passages in the whole Bible. 

 

David A. Dorsey, The Literary Structure of the Old Testament: A Commentary on Genesis – Malachi. (Grand Rapids: Baker 

Academic, 1999).  p.234 



 

OUTLINE OF THE STUDY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outline derived from J. Alec Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary. (Downer’s Grove: Intervarsity Press, 1993). TOC 

 



 

USEFUL RESOURCES 

Primary commentaries I’ll be relying on during this study: 

• J. Alec Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction & Commentary, 1993, 544p 

• John Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 1-39 (NICOT), 1986, 740p 

• John Oswalt, The Book of Isaiah, Chapters 40-66 (NICOT), 1998, 755p 

Other resources I’ll be referencing: 

• Alec Motyer, Isaiah By the Day: A New Devotional Translation, 2011 

• Andrew Davis, Christ-Centered Exposition Comments: Exalting Jesus in Isaiah, 2017, 432p 

• Robert Chisholm Jr., Handbook on the Prophets, 2002, 511p 

• Childs, Brevard S. Isaiah: A Commentary. 2001 (Liberal-leaning) 

• E.J. Young, Isaiah (NICOT), 1969 

• Goldingay, John. Isaiah. Understanding the Bible Commentary Series., 2012. (Liberal Leaning) 

• John Calvin. Commentary on Isaiah Vol I-IV, trans. 1850 

• Thomas Scott. Scott’s Bible, 1832 

• John Oswalt Video Lectures on Isaiah - http://biblicalelearning.org/isaiah-oswalt/ 

• Allen Ross Studies on Isaiah - https://bible.org/series/book-isaiah 

• Jason DeRouchie – Audio Lectures on the Messianic passages in Isaiah - http://jasonderouchie.com/isaiah-celebrating-the-

servant-savior/ 

• Ray Ortlund – Audio Sermon Series on Isaiah - https://feedingonchrist.org/ray-ortlunds-sermon-series-on-isaiah/ 

• The CSB Study Bible Notes 

• The Zonvervan NIV Study Bible Notes 

HOMEWORK FOR NEXT LESSON 

Read the following passages: 

• Isaiah 1:1-31 

• Deuteronomy 28-30 – The Blessings and Curses of the Covenant 

• Deuteronomy 32 – The Song of Moses 

• Leviticus 26 – Blessings for Obedience, Punishment for Disobedience 

Consider: 

• What are the common images and themes describing blessing and judgment in the Deuteronomy and Leviticus passages? 

• What threads of hope are woven into those passages? 

• What parallels do you see between those passages and what you read in Isaiah 1? 

http://biblicalelearning.org/isaiah-oswalt/
https://bible.org/series/book-isaiah
http://jasonderouchie.com/isaiah-celebrating-the-servant-savior/
http://jasonderouchie.com/isaiah-celebrating-the-servant-savior/
https://feedingonchrist.org/ray-ortlunds-sermon-series-on-isaiah/

